


Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Orange Cove Irrigation 
District held on Wednesday January 8, 2020.  Chairman Bailey called the meeting to 
order at 12:09 P.M., with the following Directors and Officers present: 
 

 Directors Present:    Harvey Bailey, Chairman 
H.A. “Gus” Collin, III-Vice Chairman 

 David Brown 
 Arlen Miller 
 Russell Katayama  
  

Officers: Fergus A. Morrissey, Engineer-Manager/Secretary 
  Robert T. Ramirez, Controller 
 
Others:  Keith Clem – District Staff 

1. Call to order 

Chairman Bailey called the regular Board of Directors meeting for December 2019 to order at 
12:09 P.M., with a quorum of Directors present.   
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

 No alterations were suggested.   
 

3. Public Comment 

A landowner, Mr. Zuhdi Kahlil requested permission to opt-out of Standby for this year (at 
least).  The landowner’s parcel is over 5 acres at 7.04 acres.  The Board informed Mr. 
Kahlil that since the parcel size exceeds the maximum permittable opt out size of 5 acres, 
his request was out of conformance with the official Board Policy and therefore denied.   
 

4. Revised November 2019 Board Meeting Minutes/Draft December 2019 Board 

Meeting Minutes 
Controller Ramirez noted that a Board Resolution associated with the creation of a 401(a)-
money purchase plan for Manager Morrissey was needed.  This Resolution will be provided 
for consideration by the Board in the February 2020 Board meeting.  Director Brown 
motioned to accept the revised November and Draft December minutes provided in the 
packet.  The motion was seconded by Director Katayama and the Board voted unanimously 
to approve the revised November and Draft December minutes. 
 

5. Ratification of Bills 
Controller Ramirez recapitulated the Warrants for the period December 15, 2019 through 
January 8, 2020 to be ratified by the Board, totaling $344,237.92.   Approximately 50% of 
the disbursements fall into the categories of water, water conveyance infrastructure and 
power costs.  There were no questions regarding disbursements.   
Director Katayama motioned to ratify the bills and Director Miller seconded the motion. 
The Board voted unanimously in favor of ratifying the bills under consideration during 
the noted period. 
 

6. Monthly Report 

Controller Ramirez covered Items A through J of the monthly report; including delinquent 
stand-by charges categorized into “troubled assets” (foreclosures, hardship and no response) 
and late payments.  Other items discussed were total water deliveries for December of 18-acre 



feet, and year to date total delivery of 38,543.  Projected potential carryover request for the 
2020/2021 Contract Year is on the order of 8,500-acre feet.  Manager Morrissey noted that if 
conditions turn wet, this quantity of carryover may not be permitted by Reclamation.  The 
sum total of District landowner meters and FKC (Bureau) meters remain in very close 
alignment thus far into the Contract Year.   
 
Also discussed were various financial categories including District power plant revenues, 
Power Purchase Agreements associated with the Districts assets, Friant Power Authority 
power plant revenues, LAIF balance and performance and return on CD’s.    Legal expenses 
to date were summarized.   
 
Mr. Clem reviewed the Monthly O&M Report with the Board and a thorough discussion of 
operations of the Districts systems was had.  Activities discussed included repair of a leaking 
2-inch delivery meter, installation of new a 6-inch delivery requested by a landowner, repair 
of a new leak on a District’s System 3 bridge pipe crossing which is planned for replacement 
once the potential for frost deliveries is unlikely, installation of a stainless steel wedge for the 
traveling screen at Turnout 3, traveling screen control panel / configuration improvement 
project, replacement of a City of Orange Cove delivery meter for water delivered for irrigation 
of facilities owned and operated by the Kings Canyon Unified School District and various 
activities associated with improvement of infrastructure to protect against freezing, and a 
plethora of Underground Service Alert (400) requests to mark utilities.  As always, the 
District’s maintenance staff is free from boredom and idle time.   
No action was taken by the Board on this topic. 

 

7. Opt-Out Request Recording 

Since the previous Board Meeting, two additional requests (4.75 and 3.04 acres) for opting 
out.    In accordance with the District’s Policy on this allowance (5-acre parcel size 
limitation), Director Brown motioned to permit opt out and Director Katayama seconded 
the motion for two parcels, one in Fresno and one in Tulare County.  The Board voted 
unanimously in favor of recording the opt out documents with the County for these 
parcels. 
 

8. Water Management 

Manager Morrissey discussed water supply status and general water management transfers 
and exchanges contemplated for the remainder of the year, of which there are none.  At the 
present time, the forecasted runoff is slightly below the median of historical runoff.  The 
50% exceedance forecast would yield a 100% Class 1 allocation, however the 90% 
exceedance forecast would not.  Under the dry scenario, it is likely the District would still 
have close to a 100% allocable supply given the quantity of potential carryover.  It was 
noted that there is a lot of winter left to accumulate additional supplies in the watershed.  
No action was taken by the Board on this topic 

 

9. Hydropower Facilities 

Manager Morrissey reported that FWR continues to run at its maximum potential, and the 
KRSH did not run during December due to limited head / flows in the FKC. No action was 

taken by the Board on this topic. 

 
10. FWA Issues 



General discussion of various activities undertaken on behalf of the Districts by Friant 
Water Authority were discussed.  COO DeFlitch was not able attend due short-term illness.  
The Board Retreat held in late November was discussed.  No action was taken by the 

Board on this topic.  

11. Closed Session  

There were no real property negotiations to discuss, so no Closed Session took place. 

12. Return to Open Session 

Moot. 

13. 2020 Contract Year Water Rates 

Manager Morrissey discussed with the Board, options for water rates for the upcoming 
Contract Year.  After a robust discussion, the rates were held at those established last year; 
$65 / $25 per acre foot for Tier 1 / Tier 2, respectively.  By motion of Director Katayama 
and second by Director Brown, the Board voted unanimously to approve the water rate 
noted above. 

14. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Bailey at 3:56 P.M.  The next meeting was set for 
Wednesday February 12, 2020 at 11:30 at the District Office in Orange Cove.   

 
_____________________________ 
Harvey A. Bailey, Board Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________   

 Fergus A. Morrissey, Board Secretary 


